[Surfactant administration and laterally independent positive pressure ventilation in acute lung failure and atelectasis after septic abortion. Case report].
We report the case of a 35 years old female patient suffering from Staphylococcus aureus induced abortion in the 7th/8th week of gestation. Sepsis with acute respiratory failure (ARDS) developed, which could be treated successfully. Pneumonia, caused by Pseudomonas aeruginosa, induced a recurrence of ARDS, complicated by a persistent incomplete atelectasis of the left lung. Independent ventilation of both lungs with increased pressure on the left side combined with bronchoscopy guided instillation of 1 g of bovine surfactant (Alveofact), caused improvement of arterial oxygenation and radiological signs, signalling airation of collapsed lung areas.